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NAFft,  THE MAWLA OF IBN OMAR.

Abu Abd Allah Nafe (1), the mawla (or freedman) of Ibn Omar (vol. 1. p. 567;,
was a native of Dailam.    He (was taken prisoner and) came into the possession of
Ibn Omar in one of the latter's campaigns.    As a Tdbt he held the first rank, and,
as a traditionist, he had for teachers his patron (Ibn Omar], and Abu Said al-Khudri
(vol. I/, p. 208).    Traditions were delivered on his authority (by his disciples) az-
Zuhri (see page 3 of this vol.), Aiyub as-Sakhtiani (vol. II. p. 588) and Malik Ibn
Anas [vol. II. p. 545).    He had a high reputation as an exact traditionist and ranked
among those trustworthy narrators whose accounts were eagerly listened to, care-
fully collected and taken as rules of conduct.    The greater part of the Traditions
delivered by Ibn Omar repose on the authority of Nafe's statements.    Malik said :
" When I heard Nafe deliver a Tradition on the authority of Ibn Omar, I had not the
" least wish of hearing the same Tradition from any one else."    A saying current
among the learned in the science of Traditions is : A relation made by as-Shdft on
the authority ofNdlik, and by him on the authority of Ndf6, and by him on the autho-
rity of Ibn Omar, (such a series) is really the golden chain; so exalted is the
merit of each of these narrators.    The shaikh Abu Ishak as-Shirazi [vol. I. p. 9)
relates the following anecdote in that chapter of his Muhaddab which treats of
marriage feats and scrambling for sweetmeats; he gives it in the words of Nafe
himself: ** I was walking with Abd Allah Ibn Omar, and he heard the sound
" of a shepherd's pipe.    On this, he stopped his ears with his fingers and went off
** the high-road.    Every now and then, he would say to me: * Do you hear it still,
" * Nafe?' and when I at length answered that I did not, he removed his fingers
" from his ears and returned to the high-road.    He then said to me : * It was thus
*' ' I saw the Prophet act (on a similar occasion).91   This tradition presents a diffi-
culty which gave rise to a discussion among the doctors of the law; it is this :
** Why did Ibn Omar stop his ears so as not to hear the sound of the pipe and yet,
c< instead of ordering his client Nafe to do the same, he authorised him to listen,
" in as much as he asked him, every moment, if the sound had ceased or not?"
The solution given of this difficulty was that Nafe, being at that time a mere boy,
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